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RECENT REFERENCES: 

LR396 – Review of Policy for Licensing Private Hire Vehicles – 11 October 2012 

LR371 - Statement of Licensing Policy with respect to Hackney and Private Hire 
Vehicles, Drivers and Private Hire Operators - Minor Amendments – 10 November 
2011 

LR0331 - Statement of Licensing Policy with respect to Hackney Carriage & Private 
Hire Vehicles, Drivers & Private Hire Operators – 25 January 2011 

 

 
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY: 

This report is to consider comments made during the consultation period for 
amendments to the Statement of Licensing Policy with respect to Hackney and 
Private Hire Vehicles, Drivers and Private Hire Operators for the initial licensing of 
private hire vehicles. 
 
 

 
RECOMMENDATIONS: 

1 That Members consider the comments shown at Appendices 2 and 3 and 
either a) confirm that the age limit of a vehicle when first presented for 
licensing as a Private Hire Vehicle be amended from not more than three 
years old, to not more than five years old, or b) agree that no changes to the 
age limit be made or c) confirm an alternative age limit. 

2 That the Head of Legal Services be given delegated authority to amend the 

http://www.winchester.gov.uk/meetings/details/1051
http://www.winchester.gov.uk/meetings/details/1014
http://www.winchester.gov.uk/meetings/details/841


Statement of Licensing Policy with respect to Hackney and Private Hire 
Vehicles, Drivers and Private Hire Operators accordingly, and implement any 
changes with immediate effect. 
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DETAIL: 
 
1 Introduction 

1.1 At the Licensing and Regulation Committee on 11 October 2012, Members 
considered a report on whether any changes should be made to the 
Statement of Licensing Policy with respect to Hackney and Private Hire 
Vehicles, Drivers and Private Hire Operators for the initial licensing of private 
hire vehicles, paragraph 6a of the Policy refers (Appendix 1).  

1.2 Members resolved that the age limit of a vehicle when first presented for 
licensing as a private hire vehicle be amended from not more than three years 
old, to not more than five years old. 

2 Consultation on Proposed Changes 

2.1 Following the Committee’s decision, the Licensing section wrote to all 
hackney carriage and private hire drivers and private hire operators on 24 
October 2012, to consult them on the proposed changes to the Policy. The 
consultation period was for one month and ended on 21 November 2012. 

2.2 During the consultation period, the Licensing Section received five comments; 
two against the changes, three in favour. These can be found in Appendices 2 
and 3 respectively.  

2.3 The two comments against the changes were from licensed private hire 
drivers; Mrs Carol Guy and Mr Michael Walker. They are both aggrieved that 
they have replaced their licensed vehicles with a vehicle that is less than three 
years old to comply with the Policy, which cost them more than buying a 
vehicle under the proposed Policy.  

3 Decision Required 

3.1 Members are asked to consider, in light of these objections, whether to 
amend the age limits in the Policy (either to five years, as resolved at the 
Licensing and Regulation Committee on 11 October 2012, or to an alternative 
age limit), or to make no changes to the Policy and retain the current policy 
age limit of three years.  
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OTHER CONSIDERATIONS: 

4 SUSTAINABLE COMMUNITY STRATEGY AND CHANGE PLANS 
(RELEVANCE TO): 

4.1 This report relates to ensuring the safety of the public using taxis and private 
hire vehicles licensed by the Council. 

5 RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS: 

5.1 It is anticipated that the cost of implementation will be covered in the existing 
budget. 

6 RISK MANAGEMENT ISSUES 

6.1 All vehicles, regardless of age, will be tested to ensure they are safe for public 
use. 

6.2 There is no upper age limit for a vehicle to be relicensed, provided it continues 
to meet the Council’s standards. However, the introduction of an age limit on 
first licensing ensures that the standard of vehicles being licensed is kept at a 
high level.  

BACKGROUND DOCUMENTS: 

None 

APPENDICES: 

Appendix 1  Extract from current Statement of Licensing Policy 

Appendix 2  Comments against the proposed changes 

Appendix 3  Comments in favour of the proposed changes 
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